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Introduction
o In today’s complex and evolving healthcare system, 
it is crucial for nurses to proficiently comprehend 
electronic health records (EHR) in the provision of 
quality, safe, patient care. Accordingly, the Institute of 
Medicine report in 2003 emphasized informatics as one 
of the core competencies for nursing education to 
improve upon. Upon completion of the their first 
academic clinical experience, the authors found a gap 
in the student’s ability to perform at the bedside and 
balance the documentation requirements of the 
electronic health record.  In order to better equip Fort 
Hays State University Nursing students with the 
technological skill sets necessary to navigate modern 
health care informatics, we designed an academic 
electronic health record (AEHR) training module to 
incorporate into their regularly scheduled simulation.
Lisa A. Brening, MSN, RN & Jordan T. Petz, MSN, RN
Background
* Many clinical institutions report 
there is a very wide curve when it 
comes to learning the EHR for 
graduate nurses (Baxter & 
Andrew, 2018). 
* It is crucial to include in the 
educational curricula the learning 
of the academic electronic health 
record, as it will be used in 
practice, to adequately prepare 
future nurses (Donahue & Thiede, 
2009)
* It has been difficult for many 
academic institutions to 
effectively implement the AEHR 
into their curriculum (Herbert & 
Connor, 2016).
* Only 20% of new or novice 
nurses reported having any 
education or exposure to an 
EHR/AEHR during their time in 
nursing school (Miller et al., 2014). 
Methods
* First semester nursing students 
were provided an enhanced 
simulation experience that 
included implementation of the 
AEHR.
* This was accomplished by 
incorporating “research” time 
prior to their simulation, just as 
they would to prep for a clinical 
experience. 
* After simulation was completed, 
the students collaboratively 
documented in the AEHR –
including all interventions they 
would use each clinical.
* The research/documentation 
experience was completed using 
the same software used in clinical.
Results
* Students verbalized feeling more 
confident navigating the AEHR 
and attending clinical after the 
simulation experience that 
mimicked a normal clinical day.
* Students also verbalized feeling 
better prepared to complete other 
paper documentation for lab 
classes after the implementation of 
this simulation experience. 
Implications for Nursing Education
• Incorporating the AEHR into the nursing curriculum at every level of the undergraduate program may increase 
EHR competence and confidence in nursing students and better prepare them to transition into their 
professional roles post-graduation (Baillie et al., 2013).
• Further research should be conducted to see if this would improve efficacy with documentation in the EHR 
during clinical experience; as well as, if it would increase time spent at the patient bedside as an end result. 
• AEHR simulation can be done as a part of the normally scheduled simulation to make for a complete experience 
and decrease the anxiety that first semester nursing students encounter. 
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